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Part II 


nance for their children, and not be carted away, on the death 
of their hufrands, like culprits and criminals ; and children will 
no longer be confidered as encreafmg the diftreffes of their pa. 
rents. The haunts of the wretched will be known, becaufe it 
will be to their advantage ; and the number of petty crimes, the 
offspring of diftrefs and poverty, will be leffened. The poor, as 
Well as the rich, will then be interelted in the fupport of govern- 
ment, and the caufe and apprehenfion of riots and tumults will 
ceafe.—Ye who fit in eafe, and folace yourfelves in plenty, and 
i'uch there are in Turky and Ruffia, as well as in England, and 
who fay to yourfelves, “ Are we net well off,” have ye thought 
of thefe things ? When ye do, ye will ceafe to fpeak and feel 
for yourfelves alone. 

The plan is eafy in praftice. It does not embarrafs trade by 
a fudd$n interruption in the order of taxes, but effe&s the relief 
by changing the application of them ; and the money neceffary ^ 
for the purpofe can be drawn from the excife collections, which 
are made eight times a year in every market town in England. 

Having now arranged and concluded this fubjett, I proceed to 
the next. 

Taking the prefent current expences at feven millions and an 
half, which is the lead amount they are now at, there will remain 
(after the fum of one million and an half be taken for the new 
current expences, and four millions for the before- mentioned fer- 
vice) the fum of two millions ; part of which to be applied as 
follows : 

Though fleets and armies, by an alliance with France, will, in 
a great meafure, become ufelefs, yet the perfons who have de- 
voted themfelves to thofe fervices, and have thereby unfitted j. 
themfelves for other lines of life, are not to be fufferers by the 
means that make others happy. They are a different deferip- 
tion of rren to tho;e who form or hang about a court. 

A party of the army will remain at leaft for forne yeare, and 
alfo of the navy, for which a provifion is already made in the 
former part of this plan of one million, which is almoft half a 
million more than the peace eftablifnment of the army and navy 
in the prodigal times of Charles the Second. 

Suppofe then fifteen thoufand foldiers to be difbanded, and that 
an allowance be made to each of three {hillings a week during 
1 fe, clear of all deductions, to be paid in the fame manner as 
the Chelfea College penfioners are paid, and for them to return 
to their trades and their friends ; and alfo that an addition of 
fifteen thoufand fixpences per week be made to the pay of the 
ioldiers who fhall remain ; the annual expence will be. 

To the pay of fifteen thoufand difbanded foldiers, 

at three fliillings per week £. 117,000 

Additional pay to the remaining foldiers, 1 9,500 

Carried forward - 136,500 

Suppofe 
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-Suppofe that the pay taSffi^of the difband- 
ttZo .thefu.ua,- 

117,000 
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T the r dffl^ A Ul , ky tftinwions - admit the fame fum to 
the difbanded navy as t« the army, and the fame in- 
tfieale ol pay, 
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Total 507,000 

y t 3r r 0m .f part of this °f half a million (I omit the 

uiemhl e “/fi ? °n an - 1 i P f°n"- dS f ° r the P Ur P oit> °f keeping the account 
unembarrafled) will fall m, and the whole of it in time as it il 

on the ground of life annuities, except the encreafed pay of twen- 

W*. A, k f,£ i„, . p „, eft £ 

Jfj “ off ’ for ‘oftance, when thirty thoufand oounds fall in; 
in the du°Fe h n PS Wia ?i be W j 0l - y taken ofF > and as other parts fall 
wfll totally ceafe. Cand eS “ ‘° ap may be leffened ’ ril > a£ Iaft they. 

( taxis 11616 n0W remainS at leaft one million and an half of furplas, 

whkh 6 ffll h0UfeS and windows is 0(le of thofe direct taxes, 
which like the poor-rates, ts not confounded with trade; and 

when ta«ten off, the relief will be inilantly -felt. This tax falls 
heavy on the middling clafs of people. 7 * ' 

The amount of this tax by the returns of 1788, was, 

Houfes and windows by the aft of 1766, ,0 . . cn , . 

1 D„, ” ; 

Total 516,199 6 

If this tax be ftruck off, there will then remain about one mlf- 
kon of furplus taxes, and as it is always proper to keep a fum ip 
referve, for madenta matters, it may be bell- not to extend re- 
gions further ,n the firft inftance, but to confider what ntsy 
•be accompli fhed by other modes of reform. 

Among the taxes moll heavily felt is the commutation-tax. 

I (had, therefore, offer a plan for us abolition, by-fubllituting an- 
other in its place, which will affeft three objeds at once : - 

Firft, that of removing the burthen to where it can bsfl be 
Dome. 

, pr0 S p e e C °" dIy> Reftorin g J office among families by a diftnbution 0 f 

Thirdly, Extirpating the overgrown influence ariling from the 
unnatural law of primogeniture, and which is one of the printf- 
pal fources of corruption at elections. 

The amount of the commutation tax by the returns 
° fl788 ’ W ^’ • £• 77 t. 6 ?7 P » 

When taxes are propofed, the country is amufed by the plau- 
itble language of taxing luxuries. One thing is called a } u x- rv 
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